St. John the Baptist Fall/Winter Co-op 2025

Enrollment is beginning for our Fall Semester

Semester begins August 29th with daily Mass and a park picnic social event
Classes officially begin September 6th with daily Mass
Classes will run at 9:45-10:30am
Classes dismissed to recess or extracurricular activities (more info to follow)

We are offering the following classes this semester:

Preschool
Join us for a second year of preschool class following the Catholic preschool curriculum Little Saints, written by Cynthia Blum, homeschooling mom of six grown men and grandmother to four. In this program with classical disciplines, children will explore different themes geared toward the interests of preschoolers like the alphabet, numbers, Fall, the farm, pets, guardian angels, and more! Each class will incorporate the very best of children’s literature, poetry, nursery rhymes, finger plays, and classical music. Hands-on learning opportunities are provided through craft projects, letter formation, and learning games. Taught by Cynthia Blum and assisted by Megan Blum 
Recommended ages 3-5 years old
Cost: $10/student to cover materials
 
Early Elementary
Join Debbie Dow for a fun enriching class that follows the lessons in the Baltimore Catechism (BC). Mrs. Dow will use stories, crafts, games, and activities to reinforce and support many of the lessons in BC Book 1.
Debbie Dow has been a teacher for 29 years and has had a broad range of teaching experience working with children in preschool through high school. Her last position was as a reading interventionist, and she currently offers tutoring to individuals and small groups. Debbie and her family are parishioners of St. John the Baptist. We are blessed to have her back this semester!
Recommended ages: 6-9 years old
Cost: $20/student









Middle School
St. John the Baptist parishioners Elena Gonzalez and Tonya Wolfe will be leading a fun and interactive class rotation. Elena will be teaching an Introduction to Spanish through simple games, basic phrases, and common Catholic prayers. Tonya will be offering brain games and interactive activities such as puzzles, riddles, and fun with manners.

Recommended age:9-11 years old
Cost: $10/student

Junior High/Confirmation
Fr. Matthew Buettner will be leading students in a deeper understanding of the Sacrament of Confirmation. Students who have already been Confirmed as well as those approaching the Sacrament will benefit from this opportunity to grow in their Catholic faith with Fr. Buettner.
Ages: 12-14 years old (ages are firm)
Cost: $10/student

High School
We are blessed to have Dr. Jared Staudt leading our high school class once again! This year’s theme is Stability and Wisdom: The Holiness of the Saints
Fall Semester: St. Benedict
Texts: Louis de Wohl, Citadel of God: A Novel About Saint Benedict
RB 1980: The Rule of St. Benedict in English

Spring Semester: St. Thomas Aquinas
Texts:
Louis de Wohl, The Quiet Light: A Novel About Saint Thomas Aquinas
Thomas Aquinas, Compendium Theologiae  ( Compendium of Theology), trans. Cyril Vollert
Recommended Ages: 14-18 years old
Cost: none, but students are required to have the assigned texts for each semester

Nursery
We have a small nursery available for mothers and littles. Michelle Bennett has graciously offered to be available to help with our smallest children. This room will be available anytime during the co-op. Babies and littles are of course welcome to join their mothers no matter where they are during the co-op.
Parental Involvement/Requirement
All children ages newborn-13 years of age must have a parent present during co-op. The only exception will be in cases where parents are dealing with sickness or a new baby. In these cases, children will be allowed to accompany another family to co-op. Please be sure to communicate with Jennifer Partin if this is the case.


All families are asked to contribute to the co-op. The following are ways that this can be accomplished:
Weekly clean up
Plan/coordinate field trips
Assist in one of the classes
Donate supplies and snacks
Help with our sick and shut- in apostolate
I am sure more will come up and we will need your help in a pinch! Registration forms will have a section for indicating your desires for volunteer placement.


In addition, ballet classes will be offered for the girls by Megan Blum after the regular class times. On alternating weeks, Tim Bennett will be offering wrestling for the boys. More information will be available after registration.

We are also planning on adopting a small apostolate this year! In addition to our regular Christmas caroling at the nursing home we are hoping to add a few additional visits throughout the year. We are also starting a program of praying for our fellow sick and shut- in parishioners and sending them cards throughout the year-details to follow soon!

Other upcoming activities include:
 A hike at Bradley’s Nature Preserve at Alexander’s Ford. Join local history buff and fellow parishioner John Oliver as he guides us on a hike through history. Follow the path of the rag tag group of militia known as the Overmountain Men that chased down a British general during the Revolutionary War and won the pivotal bathe at Kings Mountain! John is an expert on this topic, and his passion is contagious! -October 10th

All Saints Day Party!!- Join us for morning Mass and then meet us over at Stearns Gym in Columbus for games and brunch and all things saintly and fun!! October 31st



